moot / new year liturgy // 08/01/2006

This is a new year, full of new possibilities,

a time for reflecting and thinking about where we are and where we are going, or wish to go,

a time for pausing and allowing the still, small voice of God to speak to us,

a time for rejoicing at the life God has given each of us,

a time for rejoicing that the Christ child is born and growing amongst us,

a time of commitment to follow the old well worn paths of the saints gone before us,

and a time to forge our own urban paths, making Christ known in our city.

Let us be still, pause and reflect...

perhaps on thoughts of change we have had in these last few weeks,

things we want to do, give-up, do differently...

pause
Let us bring these things before God.

As we begin a new year we remember that we do so not as individuals alone in this city, but as a group of friends, a community, committed to journeying together, to following Christ, creatively, heretically, passionately and traditionally.

We ask for Christ's peace to be amongst us this year,

May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ we with you.

And also with you
Let us show one another a sign of peace

Let us pause and ask for God's peace in the world this year:

let us silently bring to God our prayers.

Lord we commit our prayers into your hands. Graciously hear us we pray.

May the Father of Life pour out his grace on us;

May we feel his hand on everything we do

and be strengthened by the things he brings through us

this is my prayer for us.

May the Son of God be Lord in all our ways;

may he shepherd us the length of all our days,

and in our hearts receive praise:

this is my prayer for us.

And despite how simple it may sound,

I pray that Gods grace will abound

and motivate everything we do;

and may the fullness of God's love be shared through us.

May the Spirit comfort us, and make us strong,

may she discipline us gently when we are wrong,

and breathe life into us when we feel weak,

this is my prayer for us.

Lord teach us this year how to follow you,

come and be amongst us,

question us, provoke us, subvert us, give us life, give us joy, give us peace

help us to re-imagine the city as a place of life, grace, justice and joy 

Jesus we ask you to kindle your life in our hearts.
