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New-style churches defended  
By Pat Ashworth  
  
NEW FORMS of church do have an authentic theology, says a new report by the Revd Ian Mobsby, 
an associate of the Ekklesia think tank. 
  
The C of E report Mission-Shaped Church, in 2004 provoked discussion about Anglican identity 
and the meaning of being Anglican in practice in new forms and styles of church. Critics of the 
report have included Professor John Hull from the Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham, who 
suggested that it was imperialistic and insensitive to the poor. 
  
Mr Mobsby’s study draws on three years’ research into "emerging and fresh expressions of 
church". He dismisses charges of theological weakness in the strategy, and describes many forms 
of new church as "richly earthed in forms of authentic theology regarding what it means to be 
church and what it means to do mission in the 21st century". 
  
His findings pointed to "a re-discovery of a vision of unity in diversity, of collaboration between 
tradition and new experiment", Mr Mobsby said. Emerging forms of church often appeared to hold 
"a distinctly Trinitarian, mystical, and sacramental understanding of ‘church’". 
  
He was excited to conclude that much of the vision of the "emerging Church" resonated with the 
writings of the 16th-century divine Richard Hooker. 
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