Texts: Jeremiah 7.1-11 & Luke 4.14-21

The world of Israel 2000 years ago was a great deal simpler than the complex world we inhabit today. Sometimes it’s difficult to imagine quite how we can act and be like Jesus when it doesn’t seem as simple as looking directly around you to see what is wrong with the world. We don’t inhabit a world that is only a couple of 100km square in size, we all have what you might call global vision and global lifestyles.

We can be anywhere in the world in 24 hours. If we want strawberries in December with our Christmas pudding we can because they grow them all year round in Israel! If we cannot afford home-grown products we can always buy some cheap imports from China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Africa or pretty much any other non-western country you can think of. Yet behind each of these choices lies a story, a story of production.
Let us look at the simple elements of bread and wine. They both have a complex history, from those who sow the seed and tend the vines, to those that reap and harvest the crop. To those who transport these wares by land, air and sea across continents and time zones. To a vast industrial bread maker or vat full of the choicest grapes slowly being pulped to extract their goodness.

Are each of these workers paid well, do their ends meet or is even the production of their wares more expensive then their end pay? Are these big industrial complex’s staffed by illegal immigrants or perhaps those who are not given any minimum wage but who work long hours into the night away from family and home. Are complex pesticides used in their production? Not only harmful to the environment but sometimes cancerous to those exposed to them. Are prices fair and fixed or do they fluctuate due to spread betting on availability and predicted demand?

Innocent elements of bread and wine; chosen because of price, packaging, or maybe simply because that is what we saw first. Yet behind them this long history of production far away from our inner city lives, a history that can cross county, country and even continental borders.

These histories of production lie behind every purchase we make and every service we sign up for.

To be honest looking at things this way overwhelms me. I would far rather forget it all or maybe drown out this noise with a top tune on the stereo. Life is complicated enough.

Yes, we want to shop and live ethically. Yes, we want to act and live like Christ in challenging some of the oppressive ways in which our society treats those who have the least, and in the way the west seems to dictate daily life to the rest of the world. No, we don’t want to be like those Jeremiah was speaking to. People who made no connection between faith and daily life – who saw religious life as separate or somehow even in favour of their unjust way of life. But how do we do this?

Starting simply. Maybe by spending a bit more money on products that are labelled as organic, fair-trade or locally produced. Perhaps by switching our bank account or investments to ethical companies. Maybe doing a google search on ‘ethical t-shirts’ and seeing what comes up. Maybe trying to learn more about ecology and our affect on the environment. We can also support each other as a community in all of this, pooling our resources, and sharing information and practical tips.

Small steps is all Christ asks of us. God does not expect overnight change. Just as Christ was patient with all the disciples despite their almost continued misunderstanding of him and his message. Christ is also patient with us.

As you journey with Christ so your understanding of him deepens and in that deepening comes a desire to change, to be more Christlike.

So know that Christ is with you.

Christ is for you, not against you.

May that be your inspiration and guide.

