Prayed by those leaving…
We pray for you, our brothers and sisters,

That as you continue your journey here,

That Gods presence would rest on you,

Giving you the courage to walk in faith.

That the Creator would breathe new life into you; the Redeemer would refine each of you; and the Companion walk alongside you.

Amen
Prayed by those staying…
We praise and thank you, God of the journey,

for our brothers and sisters who are soon 
to leave us.

We entrust them into your loving care,

knowing that you are always the faithful traveler and companion on the Way.

Shelter and protect them from all harm 
and anxiety.

Grant them the courage to meet the future, and grace to go into new life;

We pray all these things in the name of the Creator, Redeemer and Companion.

Amen
// END
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A liturgy of leaving
// INTRODUCTION

// OPENING PRAYERS

Lord, this night we meet as a community in loss. We ask that you would be present amongst us. Comforting us where we are of anxious heart. Strengthening us where we feel weak and fragile. Envisioning us where we cannot see beyond the present moment. Help us to take space to grieve, on our own, in silence, and as a community.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer
This night we meet in feasting. A celebration of all that has been and all that is to come. We celebrate moot’s life over these last four years, and we celebrate all Gareth, Jonathan Kat, and Phillipa have brought to us. We are thankful to all they have brought to our friendships, our worship, our hopes and our dreams. May they know you with them on this new stage of their journeys

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer

Holding up the bowl of stones
This night we meet in feasting. A celebration of all that has been and all that is to come. We thank you for all the hopes and dreams you have given this community. May the life of your Spirit fill those hopes and dreams and grow in us signs of your Kingdom as moot enters this new season.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer
Holding up the Bible

May we know your Word. Not ancient words on a page but the living Spirit of Christ among us. Guide us in our speech at this table, choosing our stories and storying our choices. May this table be rich in story. 
Give us strength to raise our voice and the discipline to listen for yours.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer
Holding up the some food

May we Eat Slow. Make us mindful of all that has been given and received in the process of production and consumption. May this meal reconcile us with you, creation and others. May our eyes be opened to your presence through the breaking of the bread and may our eating bear witness to the meal to come, to which all are invited and where there is enough for all.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer
May we leave this table energised by your Spirit. To be present to all we meet, and accepting of all we come across. May we live creative and balanced lives. Help us to be accountable to one another. And help us offer to all the same hospitality you show to each of us.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer

Amen.
// FEASTING

// READING

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

// LISTENING

Gareth, Jonathan, Kat, and Phillipa share where they are going to.

// OPEN PRAYER

// BLESSING

The community speaks the blessing over those leaving…

God of our beginnings and endings,

we celebrate all we have shared with Gareth, Jonathan, Kat, and Phillipa

and ask your blessing as they continue on their journey.

May the power of your presence

bless this moment of leave-taking;

this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen

As you journey onward,

we ask forgiveness where we have 
failed you;

we give thanks for all you have given us;

we assure you of our love and prayers.

Leavers: We know that God goes 
with us.
As you experience the pain of change, 
and the insecurity of moving on,

we pray that you may also experience the blessing of inner growth.

Leavers: We know that God goes 
with us.
As you meet the poor, the pained, 
and the stranger on the Way,

we pray that you may see in each one the face of Christ

Leavers: We know that God goes 
with us.
As you walk through the good times 
and the bad, we pray that God 
would be your refuge in times of need, 
and your joy in times of plenty.

Leavers: We know that God goes 
with us.
As you ponder your decisions

and wonder over the fruits of your choice, 
we pray that the peace of Christ may fill 
your heart and mind.

Leavers: We know that God goes 
with us.
