Notes of Moot Rule of Life Discussion

Sunday 30 October 2005

The use of the term ‘rule of life’ is not helpful – authoritarian, disciplinarian overtones? Not meant as something to bang people over the head with or coerce them into signing. Intended as aspirational.

Why do we need a rule? What is it there for? Don’t things work fine as they are at the moment? Moot is a community of people not a text to which people subscribe. Are we not doing what is written down here anyway? 

Just how much are we acting upon some of the ideas identified in the rule e.g. – how many different forms of prayer have we explored – not many. 

Moot is open and accepting – ‘rule’ could be a barrier or obstacle to that

Ideas expressed over the ‘rule’ is/might be:

1. An aspirational set of ideas

2. A description of Moot

3. A pattern for living – allowing members of Moot to share the same rhythm of prayer, worship, etc even while remote from community. A discipline.

4. ‘rule’ as a way of communicating what Moot is to others

Helpful to separate the aspiration of the ‘rule’ and its implications/application?

A spiritual discipline could be a good thing – analogy of going to the gym regularly rather than in spurts to keep your body healthy. Why is our spiritual life not the same? It would improve our general well being and give us resources to rely on during tougher times. 

Important to have a centring set of ideas/principles/beliefs that we can focus on as a community. Good to have that as something people can gather around and subscribe to, helping us as individuals and a community to focus on God. 

Concerns over possibilities for divisiveness/exclusion for those not following the ‘rule’ or living up to its standards.

Toolbox of life rather than rule of life.

Northumbria community’s Way of Living was underpinned by stated values of Availability and Vulnerability. The document at the moment is very wide ranging and expansive. What is the essence of it? Can we articulate the essence/focus of Moot? Perhaps it is inherently messy, untidy or ambiguous? Focus. What is it that makes it Mootiful?

Is good that Moot can come together as a body of people to discuss something like this. Subsequent discussions should also benefit Moot, aside from developing a ‘rule’, as we will share, debate and speculate about what Moot is, our faith is, etc…

