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Area of Research

In recent years the Anglican Church has evolved an interest in ‘new forms of being church’ generated through the developments of alternative worship and ‘network’ churches. These initiatives have led to published material on ‘emerging’ or ‘liquid church’.  Currently the Church of England is reviewing its Pastoral Measure to explore how legal structures of the church should accommodate ‘new forms of church’, and by implication whether they are authentic. Additionally, a working group headed by Bishop Graham Cray called ‘Breaking New Ground’ have written one report and are working on another regarding ‘new forms of church’.   Archbishop Rowan Williams in a speech at General Synod on 14th July 2003 outlined his support of developing new forms of being church within Anglicanism.

The aim of this dissertation is to explore how current examples of Church of England ‘new forms of being church’ are being authentically church and Anglican.  This exploration will highlight the implications of findings in dialogue with published material and consider the implications of being church in our current cultural context.    

Proposed Methodology and Structure

I propose to explore the stories of three Church of England examples of ‘new forms of being church’ drawing on my own experiences and participatory action research.  I am aware that there are pitfalls to this sort of research and will explore relevant literature, and as a corrective will dialogue findings with key texts.  I propose to gather data through recorded interviews structured along the lines of ‘Needs, Aims, Outcomes, Methods, Implementation, Evaluation, Values and Church involvement’.
   From results I will explore how the projects compare with traditional understandings of the ‘marks of being Church’ and ‘Christ’s presence in the Church’.
  I shall further explore how the case examples compare with the expectations of the report on the Pastoral Measure, which will by implication raise questions about whether the review has given the Church a succinct ecclesiological language and conceptualisation for being authentically Anglican. 

1. Introduction

To include:

· My interest in the question and its relevance.

· A brief highlighting of recent and relevant literature. 

· Scope of the question.

· How the material will be ordered and why.

2. What do people mean by new forms of church?

In this section I will highlight the main themes arising from action research of the case-study responses to the question in dialogue with published texts and my own experiences.  I will then reflect on the implications of these themes.

3. Why do we need new forms of church?

I will again highlight the main themes arising from action research of the case-study responses to the question in dialogue with published texts and my own experiences. This will include the impact of what is called ‘liquid or post’ modernity as a descriptor of our current cultural context.    I will then reflect on the implications of these themes. 

4. What makes these new forms church?

I will explore whether the three case-studies meet the traditional understanding of church as described in the proposed methodology section along with content from ‘Breaking New Ground’.  It will be highlighted that as there is no doctrine for what is legitimate church, a metaphorical approach is required.  Reflections will raise any ecclesiological or pastoral difficulties encountered in this process. 

5. What makes these new forms Anglican?

I will explore whether the case-studies meet the expectations of the Church of England revised Pastoral Measure for being legitimate church.  Reflections will again raise any ecclesiological or pastoral difficulties encountered in this process.

6. Conclusions

Summary of the point that has been reached in the dissertation to include:

· Main points that have emerged.

· Comment on the Pastoral Measure as a tool to define what is legitimately Anglican.

· Comment on the material of  ‘Breaking Ground’ and whether it assists the Church to clarify and address issues concerning new forms of Church.

· Suggestion of further questions that are left open-ended and are pointers for future work. 
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